
 

  Sprouting Seeds  
 

 

August 2009, Boukan Kare, Haiti. Chemen Lavi Miyò (CLM), or Path to a Better Life, 

reaches out to those on the margins of society. Throughout the 18-month program, case 

managers support clients as they learn to run a small business, repair their homes, and 

access health care and education services. Participants develop both their capacity and 

their confidence until they have their own functioning microenterprises. 

 

 
 

Vllage Committee Meetings are underway as of July. These committees are made up of 

leaders in the local community who watch out for and provide accountability and advice 

to CLM participants. Above, CLM women meet with their village committee to discuss 

challenges the women are facing. Several of the womenôs goats have died, so village 

committee members give advice on how the goats can be better cared for to prevent 

sickness. Health and business practices are also discussed.  

 

Seeds are Sprouting in Andremene Rafaelôs garden. Because of heat and dry weather, 

only half the seeds CLM gave her have sprouted. Andremene has five children, three of 

whom live with her. Andremeneôs husband has debilitating back problems and is unable 

to work so Andremene is single-handedly trying to feed and care for her family. 

 



 

Andremene received three goats from CLM, but 

two of them got sick and died. CLM is helping 

her replace the goats that died but this means 

that her goat enterprise will take longer to start 

than the others in the program.  

 

With some of the money CLM provided for her 

to start a small enterprise, Andremene chose to 

plant a small field of corn. After she planted the 

corn there was a dry spell and none of the corn 

came up. Nevertheless Andremene says, ñIôm 

happy with the business, I buy and sell [rice and 

peanuts] in the market on Monday and Friday 

and slowly the business is growing. I want my 

life to change. I donôt have a house and when it 

rains everything gets soaked. Weôre behind God 

and itôs only God who can open that door for 

us.ò  

 

Andremene sits in the on the ground in the 

shade and talks about a few of the things she has 

learned so far in the CLM program: ñEs (her CLM case manager) visits me at my home 

every Tuesday. Every Tuesday he teaches me something new and then Iôm supposed to 

teach these things to my children. He first taught me about clean water and the diseases 

we can get from drinking dirty water. Then he told me about the dangers of children 

getting pregnant too early - girls should be at least 18 and women over 45 shouldnôt get 

pregnant either because thatôs also dangerous.ò 

 

Case manager Es, 

on the left, meets 

with CLM women 

to discuss what 

type of items they 

would like to sell 

in their small 

commerceôs. Es 

encourages the 

women to work to 

together and sell 

different 

merchandise so 

that they are not 

competing with 

each other.  



 
 

Odette Jevain sits next to her table of merchandise. When asked how her business is 

going she says, ñWith God, my business is going great. I started selling 1,500 gourdes ($ 

37.50 US) worth of merchandise and I have reinvested my profit and Iôm now selling 

2,000 ($ 50.00 US) gourdes of merchandise. And Iôm not selling on credit. Every 

Monday I buy the merchandise in the market and then I sell it here on the trail next to my 

house everyday. This is the first small commerce I have ever had.ò  

 

Oddetteôs case manager, Bonison, reviews their previous conversations about different 

health topics including worms, clean water, clean food, and wearing sandals. He then 

talks to Oddette about vaccinating her children and tells her, ñvaccines are like closing 

the door before sicknesses can come in.ò Odette repeats this back to him.  

 

Bonison writes down all of Odetteôs purchases and profit from the week and they go over 

the numbers together. Oddette reports that she just used money from her savings 

cooperative to send five of her children to school for the first time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


